
LOBBYINGWAIVERGUIDELINES
To LouisianaBoardofEthics
From KathleenM Allen
Re LateFilingofLegislative Executive andLocalLobbyingRegistrationsand

Reports
Date April14 2016

Thefollowingproposedproceduresareforhandlingwaiverrequestsoflatefiledlobbyingexpenditure
reports Theseprocedureswilloutlinehowthestaffhandlesthewaiverrequests aswellasthehow
thestaffwillcometoarecommendationofawaiverorsuspensionofanylatefeesassessed

LATEFEEASSESSMENTS

Alobbyistshallbeassesseda 50perdaylatefee uptoamaximumof 1500 foreach
threportthatisfiledlate Lobbyistsarerequiredtoelectronicallyfileanexpenditurereportbythe25

ofeachmonthdisclosingexpendituresmadeinthepriormonth

Staffsendsanemailremindernoticearound10dayspriortothefilingdeadline Also staff
sendsanemail aswellasacertifiedletter thebusinessdayaftertheduedate remindingthefilerthat

ththereportwasnotfiledonthe25 andlatefeesareaccruing

WAIVERREQUESTS

timelyThestaffwilldocketallwaiverrequeststhatare filedwiththeBoard

Rule1207oftheBoardRulesindicatesthatwaiversareconsideredtimelyiftheyare
receivedbythestaff inwriting within20daysofthelatefilersreceiptofthelatefee
order

1157A1 b oftheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthicsprovidesauthorityfor
theBoardswaiveroflatefilingfeesbasedon GoodCause

anyactionsorcircumstancesGoodCause isdefinedin 1157A1 b asfollows
whichwerenotwithinthecontroloftheintheconsideredjudgment oftheBoard
latefilerandwhichwerethedirectcauseofthelatefiling

notIfthereportthatisthesubjectofthelatefeeorderhas beenfiled thestaffwill
declinerecommendto towaivethelateandtoadvisethelatefilerthattheBoardwill

notconsiderareconsiderationofthewaiverunlessthereporthasbeenfiled

DiscretionremainswiththeBoardtowaivepartorallofalatefilingfeeassessed
RECOMMENDATIONTOWAIVEAFINEA
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waivingthe late feeThestaffwill consider recommending onlyifthefollowing
criteriaaremet

1 ThewaiverrequestistimelyfiledwiththeBoard
2 Thelatefilerisafirsttimeoffender and
3 Therearenoexpenditurestobereportedonthelatefiledreport

Ifthefilermeetstherequirementsabove thestaffwillthenlookatthespecificreason
givenforthelatefilingtodetermineifitmerits GoodCause

Ifthereasongivenmeetsthestatutorydefinitionof GoodCause thenthestaffwill
makearecommendationbasedontheschedulebelow

waivethefine1 Ifbetween1and10dayslate
2 Ifbetween11and20dayslate waiveallbut 300
3 Ifbetween21and30dayslate waiveallbut 500

Ifthefilerdemonstratesmaterialfinancialhardship andthereis GoodCause forthe
latefiledreport thestaffmayrecommendwaivingtheentirelatefee

RECOMMENDATIONTOSUSPENDALATEFEEB
suspensionofthelatefeesThestaffwillconsiderrecommendinga forthose

personswhomeetthefollowingcriteria

1 ThewaiverrequestistimelyfiledwiththeBoard
2 Thelatefilerhasnomorethan1otherlatefilingwithanassessedfine and
3 Goodcauseisshowninsupportofthewaiverrequest

Ifthereasongivenmeetsthestatutorydefinitionof GoodCause thestaffwillmake
arecommendationbasedontheschedulebelow

suspendthefine1 Ifbetween1and10dayslate
suspendallbut 3002 Ifbetween11and20dayslate
suspendallbut 5003 Ifbetween21and30dayslate

All suspensions are made based on future compliance with the lobbying
expenditure filingdeadlines Furthermore ifnotsuspendedinitsentirety
paymentwillbeorderedtobemadewithin30daysofreceiptofthenewLate
FeeOrder unlessfinancialhardshipsupportsarecommendationofapayment
plan Failuretopaytheportionnotsuspendedwithin30daysofreceiptofthe
newLateFeeOrderorpursuant tothe termsofanexecutedpayment plan
resultsintheoriginallatefeeassessedbecomingdueandowing
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Ifthefilerdemonstratesmaterialfinancialhardship andthereis GoodCause forthe
late filed report the staff may recommend suspension of the entire late fee

shallirrespectiveofpriorlatefilings Supportingdocumentation besubmittedwith
thewaiverrequest

WAIVERRECONSIDERATIONREQUESTSC

ThestaffwillconsiderwaiverreconsiderationrequeststhatarefiledwiththeBoard
iftheyare

1 Filed inwriting within30daysofthemailingoftheBoardsdecisionofthe
initialwaiverrequest and

2 Presentnewfactsandordocumentationregardingthelatefiling and

oneThestaffwillonlyconsider waiverreconsiderationrequestperlatefilingpenalty

The staff will then make a recommendation based upon its established waiver
guidelinesasoutlinedabove

AUTHORITYTORESCINDBASEDONRULE1205BD

Rule1205BoftheRulesoftheLouisianaBoardofEthicsprovidesthatanautomaticlatefee
shallnotbeassessed orifassessedshallberescindedbythestaff ifthepersonrequiredtofilethe

occurredontheduedateorreportdidnotfilethereportforanyofthefollowingreasonswhich
duringthesevendayspriortothedatethereportwasdue Thestaffisauthorizedtorescind
suchlatefeeifoneofthefollowingreasonsoccurredduringthetimethenoticeofdelinquencywas
received

1 Deathofapersonrequiredtofileorthepersonregularlyresponsible oradeathin
theirimmediatefamily asdefinedbyRS 42110213

2 Seriousmedicalcondition intheconsideredjudgmentofthestaff whichprevented
thepersonrequiredtofileorthepersonregularlyresponsiblefromfilingthereport
timely or

3 Anaturaldisaster anactofGod forcemajeure acatastrophe orsuchothersimilar
occurrence
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